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What we talk about when we
talk about being a fellow at IIAS

Each year, lIAS hosts a group of researchers with diverse profiles from all

areas of the Humanities and Social Sciences. We greatly value the quality
of our fellows’ academic production as well as their unique individual
professional careers and engagement in activities outside the academic
sphere. lIAS also welcomes self-funded visiting senior researchers and
invited strategic collaborators (usually researchers already collaborating
with one of the Institute's projects). In addition, the Institute sponsors

the Chair of Taiwan Studies at Leiden University and IIAS.

he IIAS Fellowship Programme
Tprovides an environment where fellows

from different parts of Asia and other
continents, conducting research in different
fields, can engage in debates that broaden
their perspectives on Asian Studies beyond
their particular national configurations.
The programme offers a variety of activities
that aim to encourage the individual
development of its fellows and to facilitate
the creation of a professional and social
network that will benefit them long
after their fellowship comes to an end.
Moreover, IIAS invites its fellows to be active
participants in the Institute’s activities.

Our programme proposes activities
conducive to the fellows’ professional
placement and is designed to encourage
self-reflection about the researchers’
place and position within their respective
academic fields. During their stay at I1AS,
fellows define the pace of their work and
are encouraged to propose events with the
help of the programme’s coordinator, Laura
Erber. Fellows can give lectures and invite
other researchers based in the Netherlands
or passing through Leiden for Conversation

Sessions, in which they can publicly

discuss topics related to their research.

We are open to designing workshops,
outings and study groups according to the
interests and needs of the fellows currently
present at the institute. We organise internal
activities, for both fellows and the IIAS
team, such as our Inspirational Sessions.
These are meetings in which fellows propose
alternative ways to access their academic
field and share their research interests with
other fellows. Fellows may choose a film

(of any genre) or text (theoretical or literary)
that has inspired and shaped their academic
path or relates in a relevant way to their
research subject. We also organise outings,
such as museum visits, guided tours to local
breweries or a critical walk through the
urban history of Rotterdam.

Fellows are considered active participants
in the life of the institute. They can contribute
to the IIAS Newsletter, propose podcasts
or engage with those working in other IIAS
programmes. We also encourage them to take
advantage of their terms at IIAS to elaborate
on new strategies for transdisciplinary
collaboration and to come up with innovative
ways to enhance the production and

transmission of knowledge. Gathered in
the cosy atmosphere of Leiden, this group of
scholars, whose experiences are undoubtedly
enriched by the diversity of its members, is
invited to engage with the various activities
of IIAS and find ways to collaborate with
and contribute to the projects developed

by the institute. You can read more about
this in the IIAS Director’s Note on page 3

of this issue: ‘A New Fellowship Coordinator
for a Revamped Programme’.

In view of the fast-changing academic
landscape, the IIAS Fellowship Programme
aims to contribute to improving scholarly
practices and enhancing interactions
between universities and society. It is meant
to provide a space that allows fellows to
reinvent and hopefully re-enchant
academic practices free from the increasing
constraints imposed on higher education
staff. Our objective is to facilitate the full
development of each fellow’s research
project in a space conducive to academic
and intellectual exchanges that values a
reflexive approach to academic culture.

Laura Erber, IAS Fellowship Programme
Coordinator

Professorial Fellowship for the Chair of
Taiwan Studies at Leiden University and IIAS

o facilitate the Taiwan Studies
TProgrcmme at Leiden University,

the Department of Cross-Strait
Education of the Ministry of Education
of the Republic of China (Taiwan),
the Faculty of Humanities and the
International Institute for Asian Studies
(IIAS) have jointly established a Chair
of Taiwan Studies, based at the Faculty
of Humanities.

The Chair of Taiwan Studies provides
a Professorial Fellow position of five
or ten months for a visiting scholar in
Taiwan Studies to teach and conduct
research at Leiden University and IIAS.

For further information and

application procedure go to:
https://www.iias.asia/professorial-
fellowship-chair-taiwan-studies-leiden-
university-and-iias
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Apply for an lIAS
fellowship

The International Institute for

Asian Studies (IIAS) in Leiden, the
Netherlands, invites outstanding
researchers to apply for an IIAS
fellowship to work on important
aspect of Asian studies research in
the Social Sciences and Humanities.

Combine your IIAS
Fellowship with a short
term research experience
at FMSH, in Paris

When applying for an lIAS Fellowship,
you have the option of simultaneously
submitting an application for an
additional one to three months of
research at the Fondation Maison

des sciences de I'homme (FMSH),

in Paris, France, immediately after
your stay in Leiden.

Apply for a Gonda

fellowship

For promising young Indologists

at the post-doctorate level it is
possible to apply for funding with
the J. Gonda Foundation of the
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts

and Sciences (KNAW) to spend three
to six months doing research at IIAS.

Information
and application:
www.iias.asia/

fellowships
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