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News from Australia and the Pacific

For News from Australia and the Pacific, we ask contributors to reflect on their own research
interests and the broader academic field in Australia and the Pacific of which it is a part.

We focus on current, recent or upcoming projects, books, articles, conferences and teaching,
while identifying related interests and activities of fellow academics in the field.

Our contributions aim to give a broad overview of Asia-related studies in Australia and beyond, THE UNIVERSITY OF
MELBOURNE

and to highlight exciting intellectual debates on and with Asia in the region. Our preferred

style is subjective and conversational. Rather than offering fully-fledged research reports,
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our contributions give insight into the motivations behind and directions of various types key centre for studies in Asian languages, cultures
and societies. Asia Institute academic staff have
of conversations between Asia and the region. an array of research interests and specialisations,
. . . o o . and strive to provide leadership in the study of the
News from Australia and the Pacific is edited by Ana Dragojlovic (ana.dragojlovic@unimelb.edu.au) intellectual, legal, politico-economic, cultural and
religious traditions and transformations of Asia
and Edwin Jurriéns (edwin.jurriens@unimelb.edu.au), with assistance from Andy Fuller and the Islamic world. The Institute is committed
to community engagement and offers a dynamic
(fuller.a@unimelb.edu.au), from the Asia Institute in Melbourne (arts.unimelb.edu.au/asiainstitute). program of academic and community-focused
events and cultural exchanges that aim to promote
In the current issue, we highlight the topic of Gender and Mobility Regimes in Asia and its Diaspora. dialogue and debate.

Interestingly, however, this doesn’t remove fears
about reputation at home; often, such explorations of
alternative forms of intimacy are kept secret from friends
and extended family in China. Given the ubiquity of
transnational social media connections that allow daily
conversations with people back home, this means that
these young women are effectively negotiating, day to
day, a liminal space in between two contrasting regimes
of sex-gender norms. Meanwhile, with regard to students’
developing understandings of gendered life course, our
conversations to date reveal that for some, an alternative
ideal life script seems to be emerging that is characterised
not only by the increasing de-linking of sexuality from
marriage but also by relative flexibility in the timing of life
transitions, self-development rather than family-focus
as a core value, and a greater diversity of life pathways
for adult women.

The really interesting question, though, is how such
transformations in these young women’s gendered self-
understandings as a result of their educational mobility
will play out over years to come, especially for those
who ultimately return to China to live.
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