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especially students, with a model of how they can connect
their lives with larger phenomena, whether it be neoliberalism,
global migration or international security. Writing that is
abstracted and inaccessible can readily alienate people and
mabke it difficult for people to connect the dots between their
own worlds and the things that scholars say are important.

A notable feature of Narratives of Globalization is that
Asia features prominently in many of the chapters.
What does the prominence of Asia in the book say about
the place of Asia in the processes of globalization?
There are a few reasons for Asia’s prominence in the book.
One is that Asia is widely regarded as being on the ascent,
whether economically or politically. One can see this in
suggestions that this century is the ‘Asian Century’.

A second reason is that Asia, as a global hub of exchange
in goods, ideas, culture and people, throws up so many case
studies that are ideal for exploring themes in the study of
globalization. We can take as an example what is often said to
be the world’s best airport, Changi in Singapore. Chris Hudson
uses Changi to question the notion that airports are bland
nodes of global transit and are therefore ‘non-places’ - devoid
of a sense of belonging and place. Through her descriptions
and photos, we can see how Singaporeans have brought
Changi’s Terminal 3 into the ambit of their lives and it is very
much a place with meaning for them.

| found Rebekah Farrell’s chapter ‘On a Global Moral
Economy’ particularly thought provoking. Could you

speak a little about her chapter?

Rebekah Farrell’s chapter is an important one because she
wrestles with issues relating to privilege and power in the
context of a rural village in Thailand. This village is in need

of assistance in dealing with socio-economic transformations
that are impacting its ability to be sustainable. Young people
have been leaving for urban centres, endangering both the
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