Asia Europe People’s
Forum 6

Helsinki, Finland
3-6 September 2006

How does the privatisation of public
services, the connection between nuclear
energy and nuclear weapons, and the
marginalization of majorities affect your
life — and the life of your Asian and Euro-
pean friends?

The AEPF is a forum for non-state and
non-corporate NGOs and civil society
groups aiming to bring the voice of the
civil society to the official Asia Europe
Summit, ASEM, and to create alterna-
tives to its neo-liberal agenda. The AEPF
was created in 1996 and has held forums
every second year parallel to the ASEM
summit. AEPF forums engage civil socie-
ties in both Asia and Europe to discuss
common issues with an Asia-Europe
dimension.

www.aepf.net

Queer Asian Sites

International Conference of
Asian Queer Studies

22-23 February 2007
Sydney, Australia

Call for Papers
Abstract deadline: 31 August 2006

The conference will investigate the impor-
tance of intra-regional networks and inter-
actions amongst queer cultures and com-
munities in Asia, Australia, New Zealand
and the Pacific. English-language research
has tended to understand the emergence
of new LGBTQ identities in the region in
terms of a ‘West and the Rest’ model of
globalisation based on a one-way process

in which ‘the West’ exerts influence upon
‘the Rest’. In contrast, the Queer Asian
Sites conference will focus on the impor-
tance of intra-regional flows of people,
knowledge, representation and capital in
the histories and contemporary forms of
queer cultures and communities in the
region. The questions we hope the con-
ference will explore include:

« What is the legacy of the prewar Japa-
nese occupation on Taipei and Seoul’s
same-sex and transgender cultures?

« How has the Confucian culture of the
economically and politically important
immigrant Chinese communities in
countries such as Thailand, the Phil-
ippines, and Malaysia impacted upon
forms of sexual knowledge, representa-
tion, and queer lifestyles?

« What impact does gay and lesbian tour-
ism, both from the West and within
Asia and the Pacific, have upon identi-
ties and practices?

« How are Asian and Pacific diasporic
identities negotiated in Western queer
cultural centres such as Sydney, Mel-
bourne, and Auckland?

« How important is the expansion and
cross-border transfer of queer capital
— the pink dollar, the purple baht, the
lavender yuan, the rainbow rupee — to
the public legitimation of LGBTQ com-
munities in Asia, Australia, New Zea-
land, and the Pacific?

Please send abstracts of no more than
250 words to: apg@anu.edu.au
Information on registration and accom-
modation will be posted on the AsiaPAci-
fiQueer website:

http://apq.anu.edu.au/

Farsi/English periodical
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Pages began in February 2004 by publish-
ing a bilingual Farsi/English periodical
pursuing exchange between Iranian and
international authors and artists with
critical views on art, culture, urbanism
and social issues. Following its second
issue, Pages began to develop collabora-
tive projects with practitioners in different
cultural fields. Its activities transcended
the magazine format into other layouts
— installation, video essays, workshops
and presentations.

[ a dvertisement]

Pages is interested in cultural productions

that communicate the specific socio-
political conditions and circumstances
in which they are produced. Being a bilin-
gual magazine forces Pages into constant
rethinking of its position. It searches for
ways to surpass predefined and geograph-
ically bound discourses of subjectivity and
locality, and tries to point to those intri-
cacies and dissonances within local cur-
rents that give way to alternative chains of
meanings, relations and coincidences.

We are happy to announce the launch of
our new website at where you can read
previous issues and navigate through all
of Pages’ activities. We specifically invite
you to join our bilingual Forum discus-
sions, and contribute to the Daily Pages,
an online platform of Pages magazine.

Pages

P.O. Box 23354

3001 KJ Rotterdam, the Netherlands
Fax:+31(0)102132181
info@pagesmagazine.net
www.pagesmagazine.net

Radcliffe fellowships for
artists, humanists and
social scientists

Deadline: 2 October 2006

Radcliffe Institute fellowships are
designed to support scholars, scientists,
artists, and writers who wish to pursue
work in academic and professional fields
and in the creative arts. The Radcliffe
Institute sustains a continuing commit-
ment to the study of women, gender, and
society, though applicants’ projects need
not focus on gender. We seek to build a
community of fellows that is diverse in
every way and encourage people from all
over the world to apply.

www.radcliffe.edu/fellowships/apply

Study in Japan

‘Study in Japan: Comprehensive Guide' is
a website operated by the Japanese Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs to provide informa-
tion on studying in Japan. It contains use-
ful information for prospective, current
and former students, and is available in
Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean.

www.studyjapan.go.jp

* Asian Studies

Leiden University

P +31(0)71 527 7287
F+31(0)71527 7298
study@io.leidenuniv.nl

www.leiden.edu

* Chinese, Japanese and Korean Studies

* Comparative Indo-European Linguistics

International Office, PO Box 9500
2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands

Leiden Traditional and Modern

One of the wonderful things about studying at Leiden University is the combination
of a long tradition and venerable reputation with a youthful spirit that is completely
modern. The student population has a strong voice and is carefully listened to at Leiden.

« Islamic Studies

* Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociology

The Netherlands

* Middle Eastern Studies
* Western and Asian Art History

Universiteit Leiden

&
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Civil society and local
governance in Japan

New research project

OECD countries are facing increasing
unemployment, falling tax revenues, rap-
idly aging populations and insecurity over
social security systems. Almost all are
redefining relationships between central
and local government, citizens and state.
In Japan since the mid-gos, and especially
since the decentralization reform package
of 2000, we observe the following mutu-
ally reinforcing changes: (1) Power shift
away from the centre, leading to greater
co-operation between administrations,
citizens, and corporations, especially in
environmental politics, social welfare and
urban development; (2) Improved condi-
tions for citizen participation through
new legislation, such as the NGO law; (3)
Increased citizen participation, in NGOs,
local referendums, and citizen networks.

Our project — ‘Civil Society in Japan:
Partnership as a New ltem of Japan’s
Local Politics’ — will analyse interaction
between local administrations, NGOs,
local politicians and other local actors,
their competences, and conflict between
them. Our case studies on environmental
politics, social welfare, and urban devel-
opment will determine whether the new
interaction between citizens and political
and administrative systems is leading to
improved problem-solving at the local
level and to greater democracy through
citizen participation.

The project is based at the department of
Japanese Studies at Martin-Luther Univer-
sity of Halle-Wittenberg, and is financed by
the German Research Foundation (DFG).
Participants include Gesine Foljanty-Jost,
Carmen Schmidt and Karoline Haufe.

Contact:

Carmen Schmidt

Deputy Director, Japan Research Center
CESchmidto1r@aol.com

Indian Association for Asian
& Pacific Studies

Third Biennial International Conference
13-15 October 2006
Gwalior, India

Call for papers/ abstracts/ submissions
Deadline: 30 July 2006

[ advertisem

The Indian Association for Asian & Pacific
Studies promotes research, conference/
seminar/ lecture programs and the under-
standing of cultures, societies, politics
and economics in different Asian & Pacif-
ic regions. The Association is a forum for
scholars engaged in inter-regional and
inter-societal comparative social science.
The Third Biennial International Confer-
ence will be a meeting point for scholars
working on Asian & Pacific studies from
South Asia, Southeast Asia and China.
The conference aims to develop a new
network between Asia fellows and Indian
scholars.

Contact:

Lipi Ghosh, University of Calcutta

1, Reformatory Street, Kolkata 700027
+91-33-24544739
iaaps.iaaps@gmail.com

International Symposium
on Asia-Pacific Studies

15-17 November 2006
Havana City, Cuba

Call for papers
Deadline: 31 October 2006

The Center for Studies on Asia and Ocean-
ia (CEAOQ) invites you to the International
Symposium on Asia Pacific Studies. Our
first convocation will address contempo-
rary economic developments and politi-
cal and security trends in the Asia-Pacific
region.

For further information please contact:
Ana Delia Soltura

Center for Studies on Asia and Oceania
20 Street and 7ma. avenue.

Miramar, Playa

Havana City. Cuba P. C. 11 300

Phone 206 6131 / 202 8392-94 ext 102
Fax (537) 202 60 38
anadelia@ceao.co.cu
isael@ceao.co.cu

Asian American Urbanism
and Interracial Encounters

2007 Association for Asian American
Studies Conference

4 -8 April 2007

New York City

Call for papers
Deadline: 31 October 2006

e n t ]

The new Hermann Goetz Leiden-Heidelberg MA exchange-programme offers talented
BA-graduates in history or South Asian studies the opportunity to follow one semester
of specialized courses in early-modern and modern South Asian history.

Programme information and application: Dr. J.J.L.. Gommans
PO. Box 9515, 2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands

0031-71 527 2167, j.j.l.gommans@Iet.leidenuniv.nl
Universiteit Leiden
The Netherlands

www.tczca.leidenuniv.nl, www.mastersinleiden.nl

Universiteit Leiden. The university to discover.
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This meeting explores cosmopolitanism
in Asian American life, and the multiple
and shifting identities, attachments,
and worldviews of Asian Americans and
those with whom they interact. As the
world’s financial center and the hub

of the nation’s publishing and fashion
industries and artistic scene, New York
has drawn both exceptional individu-
als of Asian ancestry, including writers,
scholars, painters, musicians and danc-
ers, and masses of workers. The port of
New York serves as a continuing place of
welcome for Asian entrants and a point
of transnational contact, transit and

supply.

We seek panels, papers, workshops,
roundtables and teaching sessions that
explore the presence of Asian Americans
in New York City and other urban environ-
ments — downtown, boroughs and sub-
urbs alike — and their experience within
the various places and institutions that
characterize city life: theaters, prisons,
offices, museums, factories, streets, mass
transit, schools and universities, restau-
rants, and tourist sites. We especially
encourage papers that explore the corre-
lations and interactions between the expe-
riences of Asian Americans and those of
other groups and communities that make
up the urban landscape, notably African
Americans (including Caribbean Blacks);
Latinos; Jews; Arab/Muslim Americans;
Irish, Slavic, and Italian Americans; Gays/
Lesbians; and evangelical Christians.

In addition to paper proposals, we invite
panel proposals as well as workshops,
roundtables, and teaching sessions that
explore ways of historicizing, contextual-
izing, and critiquing the impact of urban
life and interactions on the Asian Ameri-
can experience.

Stephanie Hsu
ssh13@cornell.edu
www.aaastudies.org/call.tpl

Chinese Radio Amsterdam

Monday to Friday, 9 pm to 10 pm

FM 99.4 or cable FM 104.6

Amsterdam area: Monday and Tuesday in
Mandarin, Wednesday to Friday in Can-
tonese

Postbus 15809 1001 NH Amsterdam
020-6208866 (call during the program)
chineseradioamsterdam@msn.com

Oral masterpieces online

New Masterpieces of the Oral and Intan-
gible Heritage of Humanity:

www.unesco.org/culture/intangible
heritage/35eur_uk.htm
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ASiA, a joint endeavour of the University of Amsterdam and the International Institute

for Asian Studies, promotes the study of Asia through research and outreach in the
Amsterdam region. We aim to increase Amsterdam’s contact with researchers in and
from Asia, as well as introduce contemporary Asian expressions, developments and
experiences to the wider public. All individuals and institutions, academic and non-
academic, interested in co-operating with ASiA are invited to contact project manager
Sikko Visscher at s.visscher@fmg.uva.nl

ASIA facilitates research within the theme ‘Making a Living in a Transnational World:
Asian Perspectives on Globalisation’, based on two research projects at the University
of Amsterdam. ‘Asia and Europe Compared’, headed by Mario Rutten, comparatively
addresses social inequality, views and behaviour of the middle classes, labour relations
and informalization in Europe and Asia, and aims to provide a fairer assessment of
Asia’s role in the world today. ‘lllegal but Licit: Transnational Flows and Permissive Poli-
ties in Asia’ (IBL), headed by Willem van Schendel and Li Minghuan, consists of four
projects analysing current migration in their legal and social contexts. For more informa-
tion on IBL please see http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_6FCJXB_Eng.
Van Schendel is the guest editor of a forthcoming special issue of the IIAS Newsletter

on this topic. For upcoming events, see:

www.iias.nl/asia

[IAS Network

www.iias.nl/portal is an open platform for visitors to place information on events, grants
and funding, job opportunities, and websites. You can subscribe to the Network at the
address above and stay up to date through regular RSS feeds. Event information posted
on IIAS Network will be considered for publication in this newsletter’s International Con-
ference Agenda.

Siksacakr: Journal of the
Center for Khmer Studies

Siksacakr welcomes articles related to
Khmer and Southeast Asian Studies. Arti-
cles must be either in Khmer, English or
French. Accepted articles are published in
their original language and translated into
Khmer. A new on-line version for shorter
articles comes out every six months.

Contact:
Michel Rethy Antelme, Editor-in-Chief
siksacakr@khmerstudies.org

Chinese Cultures Abroad
Directory

The Chinese Cultures Abroad Direc-
tory wishes to receive URLs and, if you
wish, your evaluation of websites in any
language by or about Overseas Chinese
(however defined). The Directory is
part of the China WWW Virtual Library
and the Asian Studies WWW Virtual
Library. Vincent K. Pollard is the editor.
pollard@hawaii.edu

www2.hawaii.edu/~pollard /
participation.html
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WANTED

asia studies:
preferably alive

[IAS Newsletter welcomes unsolicited contributions from
readers around the world. Please address your copy or
queries to its editors, Takeo David Hymans and Natasja
Kershof, at iiasnews @let.leidenuniv.nl

Our guideline for contributors, upcoming deadlines,
information for advertisers, and current and previous
issues can be accessed at www.iias.nl
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