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he twenty-first century is often proclaimed as the century of Asia. Indeed, there

are good reasons to presume that China, India and Japan will play determining
roles in the economic, political and scientific developments of the future. For Asian
Studies, we are convinced that the future also lies in Asia. This, however, should
not deter non-Asians from studying the continent in all its facets and forms.

Future research should address Asia as part of our global community — historical-
ly as well as comparatively — from a perspective beyond that of traditional area stud-
ies, which in the past has fragmented disciplinary coherence and limited the scope
and quality of research.

The most pressing reason for us to pursue Asian Studies, however, is that Europe
can sustain its scientific position only through co-operation with Asian partners in
multidisciplinary research and education. Disincentives for studying in Europe
notwithstanding — e.g. the shortage of courses taught in English, uncertainty in the
degree structure and equivalence of qualifications and the absence of a clearly
defined credit-transfer system — the majority of graduate students in Europe in the
exact sciences are already from Asia.

With the Bologna process, which aims to tackle the above drawbacks well under-
way, preconditions for the inflow of Asian students and researchers seem to have
been met. But is this really so? Or is it a bureaucratic dream which is turning out to
be a well-oiled machine, the main output of which is reduplicative mediocrity? The
weaknesses of the European science and education systems (there are of course
exceptions) are not addressed by the Bologna process.

Pan-European research and education will become feasible only when member
countries of the European Union are prepared to put in perspective their chauvin-
istic and romantic notions of education and research as identifying features of the
nation-state. Needless to say, this remains a real barrier to organizing a truly Euro-
pean scientific education and research culture. In a period of declining resources,
a division of labour on the basis of proven excellence seems to be, for Europe, the
only remedy against a decline in its research and education.

Only under these conditions can a European research and education culture flour-
ish and link up with rapidly emerging Asian research and education infrastructures.
Many Asian countries, among them China, Japan, India and South-Korea, already
have many institutions offering high-quality education in the professional disci-
plines, which have brought to Europe’s shores large pools of Asian scientists. The
time that the ‘trade’ in education and research was a one-way flow from Europe (and
America) to Asia is long past. The future lies in inter-regional research and educa-
tional linkages based on a mutual appreciation of each other’s strengths and weak-
nesses. €

Wim Stokhof
Director, 11AS
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doctoral research centre based in Leiden/and Amsterdam; the
Netherlands./Ourfmain objective is to encourage the intér-

disciplinary and comparative study of/Asiazand to,promote

national and/international,cooperation/in the field. The insti-
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I1AS also administers the secretariat of the European Alliance for Asian Studies
(Asia Alliance: www.asia-alliance.org) and the Secretariat General of the Interna-
tional Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS: www.icassecretariat.org). Updates on
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