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IIAS NewsIslam in Indonesia: the Dissemination
of Religious Authority in the Twentieth
Century
This 4-year cooperative research pro-

gramme aims at studying and docu-

menting important changes, which

occurred in religious – especially Mus-

lim – authority in Indonesia during the

past century and which have contributed

significantly to the shaping of the pres-

ent nationhood. Its main donor is the

Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences

(KNAW); co-sponsors are: ISIM, CNWS,

and the IIAS. The programme further-

more cooperates with several research

institutions in Indonesia, such as the

Islamic State Universities (IAIN).

Programme coordinators: 

Dr Nico Kaptein, Josine Stremmelaar,

MA (iias@let.leidenuniv.nl)

Research fellows: 

Dr Michael Laffan, Dr Johan Meule-

man, Dr Andi Faisal Bakti 

PhD students: 

Jajat Burhanudin, Noorhaidi, Ahmad

Syafi’i Mufid, Moch Nur Ichwan, Arief

Subhan, Muhammad Dahlan
www.iias.nl/iias/research/dissemination/

The Syntax of the Languages of
Southern China
This research programme aims at

describing and analyzing a number of

syntactic phenomena in six languages

spoken in Southern China comparing

them in order to contribute to further

development of the theory of language

and the human language capacity.

The research focus is on classifiers, mod-

ifiers, and possessors in the nominal

domain; and on aspectual particles,

resultatives and sentence-final particles

in the sentential/verbal domain.

The languages involved in the project are

Yue, Wu, and Mandarin (all Sinitic) as

well as the non-Sinitic Zhuang (Zhuang-

Tai), Miao (Hmong-Mien), and Wa

(Mon-Khmer). The project is co-funded

by the Dutch Organization for Scientific

Research (NWO) and Leiden University

(main sponsors), and the IIAS.

Programme coordinator:

Dr Rint Sybesma

Fellows/visitors/postdocs:

PhD Students:

Boya Li; Joanna Sio

www.leidenuniv.nl/hil/china

www.iias.nl/iias/research/syntax/index.html

Indonesianisasi and Nationalization
This research programme focuses on the

shift in the management of the Indone-

sian economy from control by Western,

especially Dutch private enterprises to

Indonesian business, including Chinese

Indonesian entrepreneurs. The project

embraces macroeconomic policy, public

discourse and case studies of major

Dutch business firms and new Indone-

sian enterprises. Locations include Jakar-

ta, Central Java, Bandung, Medan, and

Makasar where local scholars will partic-

ipate. The project is sponsored by the

Netherlands Institute for War Docu-

mentation (NIOD).

Principal researcher:

Dr J. Thomas Lindblad

Junior researcher:

Jasper van de Kerkhof, MA

www.niod.nl

www.iias.nl/iias/research/indonesianisasi

ABIA South and Southeast Asian Art
and Archaeology Index
The ABIA Index online database covers

publications on prehistory, archaeology

and art history, material culture, inscrip-

tions, coins and seals of South and

Southeast Asia. The IIAS is the centre for

regions outside Asia, with support from

the Gonda Foundation. Between 2002

and 2006 the project is coordinated by

PGIAR, Colombo, with support from the

Central Cultural Fund. Offices have also

been opened at the IGNCA, New Delhi,

and the Research Centre for Humanities

and Social Sciences, Universitas Indone-

sia, Jakarta. ABIA Index volume 1 is avail-

able at the IIAS. Volume 2 is available at

www.brill.nl

ABIA General Editor for Asian publications:

Dr Sita Pieris

(abiapgiar@pgiar.lanka.net)

General Editor for Western publications:

Dr Ellen Raven

(e.m.raven@let.leidenuniv.nl)

Editor for Western publications:

Gerda Theuns-de Boer, MA

(g.a.m.theuns@let.leidenuniv.nl) 

www.abia.net

www.iias.nl/host/abia/index.html

CLARA: Changing Labour Relations in
Asia
This research programme aims to build

a comparative and historical under-

standing of labour relations in different

parts of Asia which are undergoing

diverse historical processes and experi-

ences in terms of their national

economies, their links with internation-

al markets, and the nature of state inter-

vention. Several types of activities, name-

ly: coordination of workshops; research

projects; short-term research fellow-

ships; networking; publications; and the

setting up of a databank are promoted.

CLARA is supported by the IIAS and the

International Institute of Social History

(IISH).

Programme coordinator: 

Dr Ratna Saptari (rsa@iisg.nl)

Research fellow: 

Dr Prabu Mohapatra, India

www.iisg.nl/~clara/clara.htm

www.iias.nl/host/abia/index.html

Genomics in Asia: Socio-Genetic
Marginalization
This new research programme studies

the socio-political implications and prac-

tices of the development and application

of the new biomedical and genetic tech-

nologies in Asian religious and secular

cultures. It aims to generate insight into

the ways in which the use and monopoly

over genetic information shape and influ-

ence population policies, environmental

ethics, and biomedical and agricultural

practices in various cultures and across

national boundaries.

The programme was initiated by IIAS and

the Institute for the Study of Islam in the

Modern World (ISIM, Leiden), and will

be executed in cooperation with other

Dutch research institutes such as the

Centre for Bioethics and Health Law

(CBG, University of Utrecht), the Insti-

tute for Innovation and Trans-disciplinary

Research (Free University, VU), and var-

ious Asian research institutes. 

Programme director: 

Dr Margaret Sleeboom

(m.sleeboom@let.leidenuniv.nl)

www.iias.nl/iias/research/genomics

Transnational Society, Media and
Citizenship
This programme studies the complex

nature of contemporary cultural identi-

ties and the role which the globalization

of information and communication tech-

nologies (ICT’s) plays in the (re)con-

struction of identities. The research will

broaden our understanding of implica-

tions of new media and communications

technologies in transforming political

and religious forms, which transcend the

nation state and the relationship

between consumption practices and

identity formation.

The programme was initiated by the

Amsterdam School for Social Science

Research (ASSR) together with the IIAS

and is executed with financial support

from the Netherlands Foundation for the

Advancement of Tropical Research

(WOTRO).

Programme director:

Prof. Peter van der Veer

(vanderveer@pscw.uva.nl)

Research fellows: 

Dr Shoma Munshi, Dr Mahmoud

Alinejad

PhD students:

Miriyan Aouragh, Myrna Eindhoven

www.iias.nl/iias/research/transnation-

al/projectdescr.html <
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The International Institute for A
sian Studies (IIA

S) is a post-

doctoral research centre based in Leiden and A
m

sterdam
,

the N
etherlands. Its m

ain objective is to encourage the study

of A
sia and to prom

ote national and international coopera-

tion in this field. The institute focuses on the hum
anities and

social sciences and, w
here relevant, at the interface betw

een

these disciplines and sciences like m
edicine, econom

y, poli-

tics, technology, law
, and environm

ental studies. 


