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ABIA South and Southeast Asian Art
and Archaeology Index

The ABIA Index is an annotated biblio-
graphic database, which is compiled by
an international team of specialists
brought together in a project coordinat-
ed by the Postgraduate Institute of
Archaeology (PGIAR) of the University
of Kelaniya, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

The database is freely accessible for
searches via the Internet. The ABIA
website (with help functions) is under
construction. Selections from the data-
base also appear in print.

ABIA Index 2 (to be published by Brill,
Leiden) will contain circa 2000 refer-
ences to publications processed for the
database between 1 September 1998
and 1 September 2001.

Teams at two regional centres partici-
pate in the production of the ABIA
Index database. One at PGIAR in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, under the guid-
ance of Mr S. Lakdusinghe, director of
PGIAR and Chairman of the ABIA proj-
ect, with support of the Central Cultural
Fund; the other at the IIAS in Leiden,
the Netherlands, under the guidance of
its Director Professor W. Stokhof. The
ABIA project has branches in Indonesia
and India, and correspondents in sever-
al other countries.

Contact ABIA:

Dr Ellen Raven in Sri Lanka: (abiapgiar@
pgiar.lanka. net) in Leiden: (e.m.raven@
let.leidenuniv.nl) www.iias.nl/iias/
research/abia/abia.html www.abia.net

CLARA: ‘Changing Labour Relations in Asia’
The Changing Labour Relations in Asia
programme (CLARA) aims to build a
comparative and historical understand-
ing of labour relations in different parts
of Asia which are undergoing diverse
historical processes and experiences in
terms of their national economies, their
links with international markets and the
nature of state intervention. This
understanding will be based on the pro-
motion of inter-Asian cooperation and
that between Asian and non-Asian
institutions.

The programme promotes several
types of activities, namely: coordina-
tion of workshops; research projects;
short-term research fellowships; net-
working; publications; and the setting
up of a databank. CLARA is supported
by the IIAS and the International Insti-
tute of Social History (IISH).

Programme coordinator:

Dr Ratna Saptari (rsa@iisg.nl)
Research fellow:

Dr Prabu Mohapatra, India (see: I|IAS
research fellows)
www.iisg.nl/~clara/clara.htm

Genomics in Asia: Socio-Genetic Mar-
ginalization

This new interdisciplinary programme
studies the socio-political implications
and practices of the development and
application of the new biomedical and
genetic technologies in Asian religious
and secular cultures. The programme
was initiated by I|AS and the Institute
for the Study of Islam in the Modern
World (ISIM, Leiden), but will be exe-
cuted in cooperation with other Dutch
research institutes such as the Centre
for Bioethics and Health Law (CBG,
University of Utrecht), the Institute for
Innovation and Trans-disciplinary
Research (Free University, VU), and
various Asian research institutes. The
programme aims to generate insight
into the ways in which the use and
monopoly over genetic information
shape and influence population poli-
cies, environmental ethics, and bio-
medical and agricultural practices in
various cultures and across national
boundaries. Our concern with genetic
stigmatization does not just pertain to
the diagnosed genetic deviants, but
also to the genetic labelling of crimi-
nality, poverty, the illiterate, the dis-
abled, and social and ethnic minorities.
Programme director:

Dr Margaret Sleeboom
(m.sleeboom@let.leidenuniv.nl)

For more on: ‘“Asian Genomics”: Cultur-
al Values and Bioethical Practice’ (Work-
shop held in Leiden: 28-29 March
2002), see: www.iias.nl/iias/agenda/
asiangenomics.html

‘Islam in Indonesia: The Dissemination of
Religious Authority in the Twentieth Century’
This 4-year cooperative research pro-
gramme aims at studying and docu-
menting important changes, which
occurred in religious - especially Mus-
lim - authority in Indonesia during the
past century and which have con-
tributed significantly to the shaping of
the present nationhood. The pro-
gramme focuses on four advanced
research projects, being: (1) The tradi-
tional religious authority: Ulama and

fatwa; (2) Mystical associations
(tarekat) in urban communities; (3)
Dakwah (Muslim propagation) activi-
ties in urban communities; (4) Educa-
tion and the dissemination of religious
authority.

The programme is implemented by the
I1AS. It resorts under the Royal Nether-
lands Academy of Sciences (KNAW),
administered by Scientific Co-operation
Netherlands — Indonesia. Its main
donor is the KNAW; co-sponsors are:
the Institute for the Study of Islam in
the Modern World (ISIM), Leiden, the
Research School of Asian, African and
Amerindian Studies (CNWS), Leiden,
and the IIAS. The programme further-
more co-operates with several research
institutions in Indonesia, such as the
Islamic State Universities (IIAN), Jakarta.
Programme coordinators:

Dr Nico Kaptein and Josine Stremme-
laar, MA (iias@let.leidenuniv.nl)
Research fellows:

Dr Mona Abaza; Dr Michael Laffan; Dr
Johan Meuleman; Dr Andi Faisal Bakti
PhD students:

Jajat Burhanudin, MA; Noorhaidi, MA;
Ahmad Syafi’i Mufid, MA; Moch Nur
Ichwan, MA; Arief Subhan, MA;
Muhammad Dahlan, MA
www.iias.nl/iias/research/dissemination

The Syntax of the Languages of South-
ern China

The project ‘The Syntax of the Lan-
guages of Southern China’ has a
descriptive-analytical aspect and a the-
oretical aspect. On the descriptive-ana-
lytical side, it aims at a detailed
description and in-depth analysis of a
limited number of syntactic phenome-
na in six languages, both Sinitic and
non-Sinitic, spoken in the area south of
the Yangtze River. On the theoretical
side, it will systematically compare
these descriptions and analyses in
order to contribute to further develop-
ment of the theory of language and the
human language capacity; the develop-
ment of such theories have hitherto
been disproportionately based on the
study of Western languages.

The project is a joint NWO/Leiden Uni-
versity/IIAS research programme.
Programme Director:

Dr Rint Sybesma
(R.P.E.Sybesma@let.leidenuniv.nl)
Research fellows

Are to be selected.

PhD students:
Boya Li, MA; Joanna Sio, MA
wwwiias.nl/iias/research/syntax/index.html

Transnational Society, Media and
Citizenship

This integrated multidisciplinary pro-
gramme studies the complex nature of
contemporary cultural identities and
the role which the globalization of
information and communication tech-
nologies (ICT’s) plays in the (re)con-
struction of identities. Although the
programme is based in the Nether-
lands, the projects will be conducted at
numerous fieldwork sites. The research
programme will broaden our under-
standing of implications of new media
and communications technologies in
transforming political and religious
forms, which transcend the nation-state
and the relationship between consump-
tion practices and identity formation.
The programme was initiated by the
Amsterdam School for Social Science
Research (ASSR) together with the IIAS
and is executed with financial support
from the Netherlands Foundation for
the Advancement of Tropical Research
(WOTRO).

Programme Director:

Prof. Peter van der Veer
(vanderveer@pscw.uva.nl)

Research fellows:

Dr Shoma Munshi, Dr Mahmoud Alinejad.
PhD students:

Miriyan Aouragh, MA, Myrna Eind-
hoven, MA (see IIAS fellows).
www.iias.nl/iias/research/transnation-
al/projectdescr.html
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Prof. W.A.L. Stokhof (Director)

Dr A.P. Sey (Deputy Director)

M.T. te Booij, MA (Executive Manager)
Dr R.B.P.M. Busser (Coordinator of
Academic Affairs)

A.).M. Doek, MA (WWW)

D. Donkersloot (Secretary)

W. Feldberg, MA (Project Coordinator)
E.F.P. Haneveld (IT-Manager)

H.M. van der Minne, MA (Secretary
Branch Office Amsterdam)

A.M. Petit (Secretary)

M. Rozing, MA (Project Coordinator)
Prof. M.A.F. Rutten (Coordinator Branch
Office Amsterdam)

M.F. Sistermans, MA (Editor)

R. Sondaite-van Soest (Trainee)

I.J.M. van Steijn (Secretary)

J. Stremmelaar, MA (Project Coordinator)
E.S.U. de Vries (Database Assistant)

Board

Prof. P. van der Veer - Chairman
(Universiteit van Amsterdam)

Prof. ).L. Blussé van Oud Alblas
(Universiteit Leiden)

Prof. B.). ter Haar (Universiteit Leiden)
Dr ). de Jong (Groningen University)
Prof. R. Kersten (Universiteit Leiden)
Prof. M. van der Linden
(11SG/Universiteit van Amsterdam)

Prof. M. Sparreboom (Erasmus University,

Rotterdam)
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Academic Committee

Dr C. Touwen-Bouwsma - Chairman (N/OD)
Dr I.S.A. Baud (Universiteit van Amsterdam)
Dr ). van Bremen (Universiteit Leiden)

Dr G.K. Lieten (Universiteit van Amsterdam)
Dr P.).M. Nas (Universiteit Leiden)

Prof. C.1. Risseeuw (Universiteit Leiden)
Dr R.A. Rutten (Universiteit van Amsterdam)
Prof. B.C.A. Walraven (Universiteit Leiden)
Prof. E.. Ziircher (Universiteit Leiden)

1IAS Extraordinary Chairs

Prof. Henk Schulte Nordholt

(the Netherlands)

Special chair at the Erasmus University
Rotterdam, ‘Asian History’

1 October 1999 — 1 October 2003

Prof. Hein Steinhauer (the Netherlands)
Special Chair at Nijmegen University,
‘Ethnolinguistics with a focus on
Southeast Asia’ 1 September 1998 —1
September 2004

Prof. Barend Terwiel

(the Netherlands/Germany)

Special chair at the Universiteit Leiden,
‘Cultures of Mainland Southeast Asia’

1 September 1999 — 1 September 2002

International Representatives

Prof. ).G. Vredenbregt (Jakarta, Indonesia)
Dr W.G.). Remmelink, japan-Netherlands
Institute (Tokyo, Japan)

Dr ).G.G.M. Kleinen (Hanoi, Vietnam)
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